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Dear Friends, 

   Well time flies fast and now Easter 

is upon us. My prayer is that Holy 

Week will be a time of spiritual re-

newal for us all, and one which 

brings us closer to our Triune God. 

 The past few months have been en-

couraging in 

many re-

spects. It has 

been great to 

see a number 

of young-

adults join us 

in worship 

and ministry. 

It was a great 

pleasure to 

welcome 

Josh & Laura Holler and Cana Roth 

into membership this past Sunday. It 

has further been wonderful to see 

other areas of ministry develop also 

– such as our Praise-Team. 

   Please continue to uphold the 

church in prayer. Intercede daily for 

our leaders, our ministries and our 

people. God has blessed us with 

many good things here – and I ask 

you to strive in prayer and fasting for 

his continued blessing, wisdom, pro-

tection from the evil one and en-
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couragement in all that we do (Rom. 

15:30). May we seek his divine will in 

everything. 

   The focus of this newsletter is on all 

of the discipleship and spiritual-

formation groups that are offered at 

Christ Com-

munity 

Church. I of-

fer a hearty 

thanks to 

each of the 

leaders - may 

God bless 

you, as you 

disciple and 

train people 

in the ways of 

God’s Word. I also encourage others 

of us who aren’t part of a Life Group 

yet, to consider joining one. Our aim 

for each Life Group is that they pro-

vide you with tools for spiritual 

growth, but also the opportunity for 

love, care and support within our 

Christian community. 

   Every blessing to you through Christ, 

Caleb. 

Pastor, Christ Community Church. 
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land area who recognize the need for Christians to 
step up to the challenge of welcoming the stranger. 
The goal of the conference was to educate and 
equip mission-hearted believers with knowledge of 

the different cultures and religions that 
exist in DuPage County and to offer a 
myriad of ways to help the immigrant 
and refugee population. Some of us 
may see the need and decide to do 
something about it, but feel alone in 
our endeavor to make a difference for 
the Kingdom of God.  This is another 
issue that MOD has recognized and  
addressed.  Another main goal was to 
bring together mission-minded people 
so that they could network, meet other 
people who have the same passion, and 
collaborate with one another so that 
they can work together and make an 

even larger impact for the Lord.   

   While attending this conference, we were excited 
to see so many people from different backgrounds 
all come together as one body of Christ and strate-
gize on how to make disciples of His people that 
are right here on our doorstep. 

    The Bible says in Matthew 28 to go and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them, and teaching them 
to obey everything that Christ has commanded.  It can 
be easy to think that this means we all need to pack up 
our bags, sell everything thing 
else, and travel to some distant 
land while hoping that the food 
isn’t terrible and that the bugs 
aren’t bigger than our face.   

   Thankfully, we do not need to 
travel across the globe to make 
disciples of all nations. With glob-
alization ever increasing and 
transportation becoming easier, 
people from far away places are 
now coming to us!  DuPage 
County has become one of the 
prime locations for immigrants to 
come to for refuge, jobs, and freedom.  Sadly, these 
people are often marginalized by society and pushed 
aside as though they are an inconvenience and a bur-
den on the tax payers.  As Christians, we are called to 
have a perspective of love, compassion, and friendship.   

   The Mission On Our Doorstep conference was a 
collaboration of churches from all over the Chicago-
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   We have a great bunch of people who meet after 

Wednesday choir practice at 8 p.m. for both prayer and 

Bible study. Over the past year we have been going 

through two different studies on the Psalms. The first 

was Psalms: Prayers of the Heart; and currently we are go-

ing through a study called God’s Love: Knowing God 

Through The Psalms. These are great studies that encour-

age us to consider where God is in our lives as we un-

dergo life transitions, and as we experience pain and 

suffering. These studies also encourage us to see where 

God’s grace is working in our lives, and help us recog-

nize the blessings that we can celebrate and praise him 

for. We further have an emphasis on prayer in the 

group, where members are encouraged to share their 

prayer needs and we submit these in faith to our 

Heavenly Father.  

   Our group experienc-

es a great time of fel-

lowship as we learn to 

study God’s Word and 

learn to care and share 

together. You are very 

welcome to join us!   
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Wednesday Night Prayer Group by Pastor Caleb Smith 

Mission On Our Doorstep by Laura Holler 



   The Young Adult Small-Group this year is study-
ing what it means to do life 
together. We began  fall with 
a series looking at contempo-
rary reactions to the Church. 
We then moved on to study 
Dietrich Bonheoffer's classic 
Life Together. More recently, 
we have begun studying the 
book of Colossians and are 
examining how we can find 
fulfillment in Christ. Over 
the past year, our group has 
grown both spiritually and 
numerically, and we pray for continued growth. 
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   Our weekly time together on Sunday evenings includes 
a meal together, and further, the 
opportunity to share and pray for 
each other. We also have various 
social outings planned throughout 
the year. Outings to date have 
included hiking at Starved Rock 
State Park, a picnic with boating, 
and occasionally going out for 
meals together after church. We 
look forward to the exciting fu-
ture of activities and life together.  

Young Adult Life Group by John Ball  

Men’s Bible Study by Steve Dunning  

teaches us, and to stay grounded in the Word by keep-

ing the Bible as our reference.  When opinions are of-

fered, we always try to back them up with “Where does 

the Bible say that?” 

   We believe that men need the 

chance to study the Bible to-

gether, and hold one another 

accountable.  The Bereans are a 

good model for us.  When Paul 

and Silas went to Berea, they 

found: “Now these Jews were 

more noble than those in Thes-

salonica; they received the word 

with all eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” (Acts 

17:11 ESV)  We want to be the ones receiving God’s 

word with eagerness and using the Scriptures as our 

measuring rod for accuracy. 

   Every Saturday morning, some men join together 
to study God’s word together.  The Men’s Bible 
Study meets 8:00 AM every Saturday, and has since 
1999.  We get together eve-
ry week in order to come 
closer to God through the 
study of His word.  Every 
week you can find 6 – 12 
men from a number of 
churches coming together 
to learn what God teaches 
us each week.   

  Currently, we are studying 

the Book of Revelation, us-

ing a study guide by John 

Stott.  Our studies have varied through the years, 

using study guides on Old and New Testament 

books, character studies such as a study of David (A 

Man after God’s Own Heart), and studies like “The 

Kingdom of God”.  There are two goals of our 

group:  To be disciples, growing in faith as God 



Adult Sunday School Class by Wanda Scoble 
   During the season of Lent the Adult Sunday School 
Class has been studying  Streams of Living Water: Essential 
Practices from the Six  Traditions of Christian Faith by Richard 
Foster. During Lent Christians are encouraged to seek 
spiritual renewal and grow in new ways to become more 
Christ-like. Those persons who have been a part of this 
journey through Lent have once again looked at the 
earthly life of Jesus Christ to see how He taught us to live 
and practice our faith.  

   Six distinct areas emerged from the life of Jesus. These 
areas have become TRADITIONS or movements 
throughout the history of the church. The six are: The 
Contemplative Tradition: Practicing the Prayer-filled Life, 
The Holiness Tradition: Practicing the Virtuous Life, The 
Charismatic Tradition: Practicing the Spirit-empowered 
Life, The Social Justice Tradition: Practicing the Compas-
sionate Life, The Evangelical Tradition: Practicing the 
Word-centered Life, The Incarnational Tradition: Practic-
ing the Sacramental Life.  

   Through the course of 7 sessions each of these tradi-
tions were studied with Jesus’ example from the Gospels 
and how other leaders in history have used them.  Then 
we reflected on how we have and/or could have used 
them to grow in our daily spiritual lives to seek ways to 
engage in each of the traditions in some small way be-
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tween our learning sessions. 

   The key to spiritual growth is to have balance in 
one’s Christian living with these traditions or disci-
plines according to the giftedness God has given 
each of us. It has been refreshing to make discover-
ies about ourselves. There has been affirmation 
where we've been involved in the traditions and 
there has been encouragement where we need to 
grow and stretch ourselves to move forward in our 
Christian lives.  Come  join us and grow spiritually 
with us!  

He Is Risen 
He is Risen Indeed! 


